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amount required should be procured by the imposi-
tion of a licence tax. Starting with the assumption
that the Government came to the deliberate conclusion
that the licence tax was the best and most available
means of obtaining comparatively so small an addition
to the revenue as 750,000?., it will only be necessary
to describe the nature and the incidence of this tax,
and to refer to the deep discontent which the levying
of such a tax is already producing among the people,
in order to show with striking distinctness how nearly
the limits of practicable taxation in India have been
approached, and what incalculable evils may be pro-
duced, if, either from laxity or from any other cause,
it should become necessary again to impose additional
taxation in India. The licence tax as now levied is
virtually an income tax of about fivepence in the
pound imposed upon all those who derive an income
from trade or from skilled labour. Professional and
official incomes are entirely exempted from the tax.
The Governor-General with 25,OOOZ. a year, the
officers in the army, the well-paid civilians, successful
barristers and doctors do not contribute a farthing
to the tax, but it is levied from every petty trader
and every handicraftsman, although their scanty
earnings may amount to no more than 4s. a week.1

1 By a bill winch was brought forward at a meeting of the Legis-
lative Council of the Viceroy (Nov. 14, 1879) several weeks after this